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Eurosatory premiere: Rheinmetall’s HX2 offers reliable
protection from RPG attacks
No logistics, no tactics! In order to keep frontline troops supplied in modern
asymmetric conflicts, logistics units also need to be equipped with protected
transport vehicles.
Here too, Rheinmetall offers a single-source solution. On show at Eurosatory for the
first time anywhere is the Group’s HX2 “Extreme Mobility Truck System”, fitted with
a protected cabin and a hard-kill protection system that offers excellent protection
from a wide range of contemporary battlefield threats, including deadly RPG attacks.
The HX2 is an advanced version of the tried-and-tested HX family of vehicles made
by Rheinmetall MAN Military Vehicles. The 6x6 cargo version on display at the
Rheinmetall pavilion is powered by a high-performance, 440-horsepower MAN
diesel engine; this, together with its large-volume 16-inch special tyres, ensures
excellent mobility in all types of terrain.
The key design objective: a sustained reinforcement of the chassis for front axle
loads of up to 11 tonnes in order to meet customer requirements for greater
survivability and sustainability. To achieve this, RMMV’s parent companies had to
go back to the drawing board. MAN came up with a new heavy-duty front axle,
readying it for full-scale series production. For its part, Rheinmetall developed and
qualified a new protected driver’s cab.
The HX2 represents the future core of a fleet of high-mobility protected transport
vehicles that can be deployed worldwide, and demonstrates unequivocally the
close-knit relationship between RMMV and its parent companies.
Furthermore, the HX2 on display in Paris is fitted with Rheinmetall’s “Active Defence
System” (ADS), which was successfully tested just last year. The sensor system
detects incoming projectiles such as shaped charge warheads. In a matter of
microseconds, the system activates a protective sector and neutralizes the incoming
object by means of directed energy immediately before it reaches its target.
Because it operates in a downward direction, ADS is the only high-performance
close-quarters protection system that minimizes collateral damage in the immediate
vicinity of the vehicle.
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The debut of what is now the world’s only truck capable of protecting its crew from
RPG attacks, underscores once again Rheinmetall’s cutting edge defence
technology capabilities, and compellingly backs up the claim contained in its
Eurosatory 2012 motto: “Force Protection is our Mission”.
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